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l.-DEFINITION
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575.] Gonorrhoea is an inflammation of the genital and lower urinary
passages causing a purulent discharge, due to infection by NeisMria
gonorrhoeae, commonly known as the gonococcus. The infection may
spread, or be carried, to other parts of the body, such as the mucous
membranes of the rectum and conjunctiva, the synovial membranes and
fibrous tissues of joints, tendon sheaths and bursac, the iris, and, much
more rarely, the endocardium, pericardium, pleura, and meninges.
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 2-AETIOLOGY
In adults infection of the genital and urinary passages is most commonly
caused by sexual intercourse. The chances of a male catching gonorrhoea
from an infected female are unknown. Probably in the acute and sub-
acute stages a woman infects most men with whom she has intercourse,
but when the disease has become chronic gonococci appear on the
surface only intermittently, being carried there chiefly by the glandular
secretions during sexual excitement or at the time of the iiienstrua^l
period. This would explain some of the cases in which only one of a
number of men who have had sexual intercourse with an infected wo ma n
on the same day has contracted the disease, and some of those in which
a man has been infected by his mistress many months after they have
begun living together, although neither has been unfaithful or taken
precautions. It does not explain all, because a para-urcthral canal
opening alongside the meatus can be infected and the urethra escape.
Infection by buccal coitus has been reported by Bertoloty and by
Mihalovici, although stomatitis was not evident in the infecting persons.
Probably a female is much more likely to catch gonorrhoea from an
infected male, although the fact that in the chronic stages diligent search
often fails to discover the gonococcus suggests that males also may be
only intermittently contagious.
Urogenital infection of adult females "by other means than sexual inter-
course can easily occur by contact with contaminated articles, such as
irrigator nozzles, towels, and lavatory seats. The idea that men can be
infected by similar means is usually scouted as ridiculous, but undoubted
cases of this kind have occurred.
In female infants and children gonococcal vulvovaginitis is generally
caused by contact of the parts with contaminated fingers of attendants,
towels, or clinical thermometers. Often in an epidemic of vulvovaginitis
in an institution it is very difficult, or even quite impossible, to trace the
source of infection, because in a juvenile gonococcus carrier, as in an
adult, the results of searching bacteriological tests may repeatedly be

